
Researching and interpreting
information
Solving problems
Analyzing situations
Organizing ideas
Producing a structured response

COMPETENCIES

DURATION

Approximately 60  minutes

GETTING STARTED
Ask the students if they are familiar with the FIFA World Cup.
Ask them if they know the reigning champion country.
Discuss: Why is the World Cup the most-watched sporting event in the world?
Gather their predictions: Who will win this year?
Ask if they can name any famous players.

Understand the organization and
operation of the FIFA World Cup
Read and interpret data from tables
and graphs
Perform simple calculations
(subtraction, counting)
Search for and select information on
the internet
Develop critical thinking skills and
formulate an opinion

OBJECTIVES SUBJECTS
Social Studies / Culture

Geography (countries, cities,
continents)
Contemporary international
events
Cultural diversity

Mathematics
Reading tables and graphs
Simple calculations
(subtraction, counting)

English
Understanding instructions
Reading information
Research

T E A C H I N G  G U I D E
ℹ️  W h a t?  T h e  2 0 2 6  F I FA  Wo r l d  C u p ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  f o o t b a l l  to u r n a m e n t  o n  t h e  p l a n e t ,  o r g a n i z e d  e v e r y  f o u r
y e a r s  b y  F I FA .  ⚽

👤  W h o?  4 8  n a t i o n a l  te a m s  f r o m  s i x  c o n t i n e n t s ,  c o m p e t i n g  to  w i n  t h e  m o s t  p r e s t i g i o u s  t r o p h y  i n  t h e
w o r l d ' s  m o s t  p o p u l a r  s p o r t .

🌍  W h e re?  I n  1 6  c i t i e s  s p r e a d  a c r o s s  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s :  t h e  U n i te d  S t a te s ,  M e x i c o ,  a n d  C a n a d a .  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t
t i m e  i n  h i s to r y  t h a t  a  Wo r l d  C u p  h a s  b e e n  c o - h o s te d  b y  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s .

🕰️  W h e n?  F r o m  J u n e  1 1  to  J u l y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6 .  T h e  o p e n i n g  m a tc h  i s  i n  M e x i c o  C i t y ,  a n d  t h e  g r a n d  f i n a l  w i l l  b e
p l a y e d  a t  M e t L i f e  S t a d i u m ,  n e a r  N e w  Yo r k  C i t y .

❓  W hy  i s  i t  i m p o r t a n t?  B e c a u s e  i t ' s  a  r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g  e d i t i o n :  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  4 8  te a m s  a r e
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n s te a d  o f  3 2 ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  to t a l  o f  1 0 4  m a tc h e s .  T h e  Wo r l d  C u p  i s  t h e  m o s t - w a tc h e d  s p o r t i n g
e v e n t  o n  E a r t h — b i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  f o l l o w  i t  o n  te l e v i s i o n  a n d  t h e  i n te r n e t .

🎯  Fo r  t h i s  a c t i v i ty ,  yo u r  g oa l  w i l l  b e  to  l ea r n  m o re  a b o u t  t h e  2 0 2 6  Wo r l d  Cu p .  🏆

2 0 2 6  F I F A  W o r l d  C u p
( J u n e  1 1 ,  2 0 2 6 )



WRAPPING UP
Conduct a group discussion about what the students have
learned.
Discuss what surprised them most (the number of teams,
the three host countries, the records).
Ask: Why does a football tournament bring together so
many countries and spectators?
Compare the students' predictions: Who is the class
favorite?

📖 Germán Aczel. The Illustrated History of Soccer World Cup
1930-2026. Wonder House Books

FURTHER EXPLORATION

T E A C H I N G  G U I D E

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STEP 1 — The World Cup: What You Need To Know!
Watching of a short a video about the 2026 World Cup
and answers to four comprehension questions.

Q1 — The United States, Mexico, and Canada.
Q2 — Uzbekistan, Jordan, Curaçao and Cape Verde
Q3 — Every four years.
Q4 — 48 teams in 2026. There were 32 in 2022.

STEP 2 — A Coveted Title. Reading of a table
and a graph about World Cup champions, then
answers to five questions.

Q5 — There have been 22 World Cups.
Q6 — Brazil and Italy.
Q7 — 2018 − 1998 = 20 years!
Q8 — 2026 − 1966 = 60 years!
Q9 — Answer may vary.

STEP 3 — And The Winner of the Golden Boot Is… Discovery of the candidates for the Golden Boot on
the FIFA website, choice of a player from the five proposed, then search for information on Wikipedia
and filling out an identity form.

Variable answers

2 0 2 6  F I F A  W o r l d  C u p
( J u n e  1 1 ,  2 0 2 6 )

1. JAPAN
2. BOOT
3. WAR
4. QATAR
5. URUGUAY
6. ENGLAND
7. BRAZIL
8. ITALY
9. SWEDEN
10. SPAIN

11. FIFA
12. ARGENTINA
13. FRANCE
14. GERMANY
15. SOUTH
16. SWITZERLAND
17. MEXICO
18. CANADA
19. CANCELLED
20. KOREA

Countries sought:

PORTUGAL, SPAIN, MOROCCO

These three countries will host the next
World Cup in 2030.

https://www.amazon.ca/-/fr/Germ%C3%A1n-Aczel/e/B07CY5Z8R6/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


1930 — Uruguay
1934 — Italy
1938 — Italy
1942 — Cancelled (war)
1946 — Cancelled (war)
1950 — Uruguay
1954 — Germany
1958 — Brazil
1962 — Brazil
1966 — England
1970 — Brazil
1974 — Germany

1978 — Argentina
1982 — Italy
1986 — Argentina
1990 — Germany
1994 — Brazil
1998 — France
2002 — Brazil
2006 — Italy
2010 — Spain
2014 — Germany
2018 — France
2022 — Argentina

The champions of the
FIFA World Cup

1930 — Uruguay
1934 — Italy
1938 — France
1942 — Cancelled (war)
1946 — Cancelled (war)
1950 — Brazil
1954 — Switzerland
1958 — Sweden
1962 — Chile
1966 — England
1970 — Mexico
1974 — Germany

1978 — Argentina
1982 — Spain
1986 — Mexico
1990 — Italy
1994 — United States
1998 — France
2002 — South Korea/Japan
2006 — Germany
2010 — South Africa
2014 — Brazil
2018 — Russia
2022 — Qatar

The host countries of the
FIFA World Cup

The mystery word of the World Cup

2 0 2 6  F I F A  W o r l d  C u p
( J u n e  1 1 ,  2 0 2 6 )

Using the two tables below, complete the mystery word. The answers are all in the tables.
Once the grid is filled, the yellow squares will reveal the names of three countries. 
(Do you know what the connection is between these three countries and the World Cup?)
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