
Search for and interpret information
Read and interpret an interactive
map
Organize your ideas
Produce short and precise answers

COMPETENCIES

DURATION

Approximately 60 minutes

GETTING STARTED
Ask the students if they have ever heard of NATO and what the name means to them.
Locate on a map the two continents where the member countries are located (North
America and Europe).
Discuss: Why do countries choose to unite for defense?
Connect this to current events: A major summit has just brought together their leaders.

Discover what NATO is and what it
does
Understand the principle of
common defense (Article 5)
Distinguish between member
countries, from founding members
to the most recent
Locate member and non-member
countries on a map
Explore NATO's partners and
operations

OBJECTIVES SUBJECTS
Social Studies/Geography

Europe and North America
International Alliances
Map Reading

Social Studies/History
The Creation of NATO (1949)
The Post-World War II Era

English
Reading and
Comprehension
Short Answers
Information Research

T E A C H I N G  G U I D E
ℹ️  W h a t?  A  m a j o r  N AT O  s u m m i t ,  a n  a l l i a n c e  o f  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  u n i te  to  e n s u r e  t h e i r  s e c u r i t y  a n d  p r o te c t
e a c h  o t h e r .

👤  W h o?  T h e  h e a d s  o f  s t a te  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  3 2  N AT O  m e m b e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  C a n a d a ,  g a t h e r e d
a r o u n d  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  M a r k  R u t te .

🌍  W h e re?  I n  A n k a r a ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  T ü r k i y e  ,  a t  t h e  g r a n d  p r e s i d e n t i a l  p a l a c e .

🕰️  W h e n?  O n  J u l y  7  a n d  8 ,  2 0 2 6 .

❓  W hy  i s  i t  i m p o r t a n t?  B e c a u s e  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  d e c i d e  to g e t h e r  h o w  to  p r o te c t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  h o w  m u c h  to
i n v e s t  i n  t h e i r  m i l i t a r i e s ,  a n d  h o w  to  c o n t i n u e  s u p p o r t i n g  U k r a i n e .

🎯  Fo r  t h i s  a c t i v i ty ,  yo u r  g oa l  w i l l  b e  to  l ea r n  a  l i t t l e  m o re  a b o u t  N ATO.

N A T O  S u m m i t  i n  T ü r k i y e
( J u l y  7 ,  2 0 2 6 )



WRAPPING UP
Conduct a group discussion about what the students have learned about NATO.
Discuss: Why do countries in North America and Europe choose to unite?
Ask them what surprised them most (the number of members, Article 5, the operations).
Make connections between geography, history, and current events.

🌐 NATO Facts For Kids. DIY
www.diy.org/article/nato

FURTHER EXPLORATION

T E A C H I N G  G U I D E

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STEP 1 — Discover NATO. Learning about the alliance through a video, and answers to five questions.

Q1 — The North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
Q2 — In 1949.
Q3 — 32 member countries.
Q4 — If a member country is attacked, all the others come to its defense.
Q5 — The organization of the Olympic Games.

STEP 2 — An Exclusive Club. Exploration of the member countries page on the NATO website and
guessing game.

Q6 — 12 countries at the start.
Q7 — Belgium.
Q8 — Sweden.
Q9 — Canada.

STEP 3 — NATO in Action. Exploration of an interactive map (members, partners, operations) and
answers to three questions.

Q10 — Switzerland, Austria, Ireland, and a few others.
Q11 — The European Union and the OSCE.
Q12 — Operation Sea Guardian.

N A T O  S u m m i t  i n  T ü r k i y e
( J u l y  7 ,  2 0 2 6 )



N A T O  S u m m i t  i n  T ü r k i y e
( J u l y  7 ,  2 0 2 6 )

Alfa, Bravo, Charlie… The secret NATO alphabet!

Have you successfully completed the three steps? Congratulations! Here's an extra challenge to take things even further. This time,
you won't just discover NATO: you'll learn its secret alphabet and use it to write coded messages!
Why a secret alphabet?

Challenge 1 — Spell your first name using the NATO
alphabet.

Challenge 2 — Decode this secret message: Papa –
Echo – Alfa – Charlie – Echo. What word is hidden
behind these four letters?

Challenge 3 — Your turn! Write the name of your
country using the NATO alphabet.

An airplane pilot speaks on the radio, with a lot of noise around. If he says “B” or
“D”, his message risks being misunderstood: these letters are too similar! To
avoid errors, NATO countries adopted a special alphabet in 1956. Each letter is
associated with an easy-to-recognize word. So, instead of saying “B”, we say
“Bravo”, and instead of “D”, we say “Delta”. Impossible to go wrong!

What does the NATO flag tell us?

The NATO flag is entirely blue, with a white
compass inside a circle. Each part has a meaning:

The blue represents the Atlantic Ocean, the
one that connects North America and Europe.

The circle represents unity: the member
countries remain together.

The compass shows the direction the alliance
follows: the path to peace.
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